
1930 Antwerp and Liege International Exhibition 

Each city hosted part of the exhibition. This Flemish/Walloon dichotomy, which is worse today, was 
fed by the Germans during the WW1 occupation. Flemish, being Dutch and hence more Germanic 
than French, was given greater prominence. Before 1916, the postage stamps had centimes and 
franc after the values. From 1916 they used cent and F so both camps were happy. 

Antwerp, which was the larger and more lavish site, carried the subtitle Coloniale, Maritime et d 'art 
Flamand, while Liege hosted the sciences, industry, social economy, agriculture and music. 

Part of the discord between the two cities was caused by the concurrent Centenary celebrations of 
Belgium's independence from Holland, from whom she seceded in 1830. Brussels had staged the 
very successful 1910 exhibition. Now Antwerp & Liege decided it was their turn . Brussels built the 
Heysel Stadium to mark the centenary and the other agreed two split the exhibition between them. 

Both exhibitions opened on 26 April and closed on 5 November. 

Antwerp proved the more popular site for two reasons. Flemish art from the previous five centuries 
proved a tremendous attraction throughout Europe, while the colonial sections, as with simular early 
twentieth century exhibits, were most impressive. It was these latter sections, which dominated the 
official literature and set the tenor for the exhibition. 

Not only Belgium but France, Holland, Italy and Portugal, all colonial powers, staged the most lavish 
displays of empire ever held on Belgian soil. The Palais du Congo of Belgium outdid them all. (By 
1960, it was a very different story). The Avenue de la Colonie contained substantial pavilions for all 
these countries. 

The Flemish art exhibition included pictures from many European galleries. To complement this part 
in atmosphere, there was the obligatory and ever popular Vieille Belgique mediaeval reconstruction, 
which contained sideshows and entertainments around the site. 

There were impressive examples of modern architecture, notably the Finnish, Norwegian, Dutch and 
Italian pavilions and also of the Hanseatic League. This last's sensational style was soon to be 
proscribed by the National Socialist regime. Similarly, the Italian pavilion was one of the last pieces of 
modernism to have Italian government approval. By 1937 in Paris, Mussolini equated classicism with 
the cause of fascism. Modernism had arrived and the works of Mies van der Rohe, Le Corbusier and 
JJ Oud could be compared with Antwerp. 

Liege by comparison had much more the air of a trade fair or conference about it, having been 
stripped of those features normally most colourful at these events. Nevertheless, in terms of 
participation and international trade it created, it remains a significant event for that city. 

Attendance figures are not contained within official reports, but there were good attendances 
throughout and both were considered most successful. The large sums the British, French, Italians 
and Portuguese spent on their contributions confirmed they considered them 151 class events with 
large audience potential. 

Two stamps were issued for the exhibition opening on 26 April printed by Joh. Enschede & Zonen of 
Holland. 15,000,000 of each value, p12 were printed by heliogravure in sheets of 200 stamps. 

Antwerp 

Peter-Paul Rubens (1577 -1640) 
self portrait 

Liege 

Zenobe Gramme {1826- 1901) 



Antwerp Philatelic Exhibition 9 - 15 August 1930 
Held during the 1930 International Exhibition 

Miniature sheet with first day cancel clear of the stamp 
Antwerp Coat of Anns 

Engraved by Jean de Bast and recess printed with 61 ,500 sheets issued. 
The miniature sheet was sold at the Exhibition post office in the Salle des F~tes du Meir 

from 9 -16 August, and by subscription from 6 - 16 August. 

It had a face value of 4 Fr and 6 Fr served as admission fee to the philatelic exhibition. 

1930Antwerp & liege 1.pub 



Advertising Antwerp World Exhibition before it opened 

~ 27. Antwerpen Vlumsche0J)Cf'a 
~ Aavers Opera flamand 

Top 

Antwerp 6 mechanical canceller of 
3 Jan 1930. 

1 Fr postage abroad 

Bottom 

Antwerp Opera House 
Flemish speaking 

1930 Antwerp & Liege 1a.pub 



HOTEL D' ITALI A 

BAUER GRUNWA.LlJ 

V E N EZIA 
I t ali e 

Printed matter letter to Italy with Rubens stamp for Antwerp site 

Bruxelles I Brussel 1 eds dated 24 December 30 

35c (:s 50 gm) was the correct rate 

1930 Antwerp & Liege 2.pub 



Postal card to Paris with Antwerp Exhibition special cancel 

Antwerpen-Anvers eds dated 24 September 30 

1 Fr was rate abroad for postal cards 

EP85 card was issued in 1924 before the spin off from the German hyperinflation 
caused Belgian postage to rise steeply between 1924 and 1927 

1930 Antwerp & Liege 3.pub 



PAU.~ 0£ L'ACRICl:l.TURE - EXPOSITIOS Of l.IEG! •t h 

EXPOSITION INTERNATIONALE DE LIEGE 1930 

EXPO ~~ 
INTERNA 
LIEGE 19 L 

WERELOTENT ·1 

Picture postcard to Nijmegen with Liege Exhibition cancel 

Liege I Luik 1 eds dated 6 June 30 

35c was the internal rate for postcards 
Boxed A.56 is Nijmegen postman's route number 

1930 Antwerp & Liege 4.pub 



Liege - Luik Exposition-Tentoonst. special Expo eds 

CENTl!NAIRI! OP. l.'INOEPP.NOANCE OF. I.A BELGIQUE 

I 

PAVILLON DE LA ')'ILL& DY. PARIS - EXPOSITION OE UtGE •930 

Picture postcard of Paris pavilion dated 3 June 30 

Note "Century of Independent Belgium" at top 

· ' EXF'OSITiON 01!! I.I ea.~ , 1.930 
Pl!ll.FllS O@S ~RO...,iNe~s B~l.<aSS 

(sECTEUR N) 

Picture postcard of the Belgian Provinces pavilion dated 23 Oct 30 

1930 Antwerp & Liege 5.pub 
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c/o 

Bent Frandsen, 

AGENCE MARITIME INTERNATIONALE 

1000 - 23 .3.30 

REMPART S TE CATHERINE, 67 

ANVERS 

T.E. Smith , Esq., 
13, Albury Park ttoad, 
i'YNEMOU'..CH , 

Angleterre. 

Philatelic letter from Antwerp International Fair to UK 

with the 4 express stamps then current, two of the three 
marking Belgium's Centenary and a block of Gramme stamps. 

Antwerp International fair eds of 13 Aug 30 



Centenary of Belgium Independence 

The centenary celebrations, while the three stamps to mark the event were issued on 1 July 1930, are of differing 
origin. Riots began on 25 August 1830 and a Declaration of Independence followed on 4 October. The resulting 
London Conference of major European powers recognized Belgian independence early 1831. It took until 1839 for 
this to be ratified at the Treaty of Vienna and accepted by the Dutch. In honour of the day Belgium finally achieved 
independence when King Leopold 1 was crowned in 1831 , 21 July is celebrated as Belgium's National Day. 

The designs from paintings by Lievin de Winne were engraved as follows: 60c by Jean de Bast, 1 & 175 Fr by Jef 
Leempoels. Printed by I' Atelier du Timbre in sheets of 75 stamps (15x5) and p11 %, they were demonetised 1 Jul 38. 

Leopold 1 
1831 - 1865 

Leopold 2 
1865 - 1909 

Iv~r W.G. 'Ro""ers , 
428 Raisina St ., 
FRES: 0 , Calif : , 

Et<:ts - Unis 

Registered letter to USA 

Sottegem eds of 6 Aug 30 
Fresno Calif. registered arrival eds of 20 Aug 30 (verso) 

Postage and registration each 175 Fr (15c stamp verso to make 35° Fr) 

Albert 1 
1909 - 1934 

1930 Antwerp & Liege 7.pub 



Centenary of Belglum PPC and Liege Exhibition 

Leopold I, Albert I 1nd Leopold II 

PPC addre11ed to Enghlen but unfranked 

"r Ceo ... -.Eir.(, 

Pot>te ,....eB tt.n te , 
Portman Square 

Lond.on , "ii . ; . 

Antwerp to London 

Antwerp !xpoeltlon Phll1t•llqu1 eds of 9 Aug 1930 
Poortm1n Squire BO arrival eds of 11 Aug 

Pottage f 1Fr 
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1830 Antwerp & Liege 71.pub 
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French Colonies pavilion 

OFFICIEC:LE POSTKAAF" 
W~RELDTENTOONSTEL~ 

ANTWERPEN 1930. 

A lleen zi chten d~r Ten•oonstelling- voortkomende van de 

verguoninghc-ud .. r mogen verl<ocht worden. 

;'.ucune vue de l'exp:>sition n'emanant pas du ::onces­

s:ionnaire ne i::&l! t e:re mise en vente. 

R EPRODUCTI ON INTERDI T P 

Picture postcard to Switzerland 

Antwerp Exhibition eds of 9 Aug 30 

1930 Antwerp & liege 8. pub 
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Place du Centenaire (see PO on left side of building) 

OFFICIEc.LE 1-0STKAART 
WERELDTENTOONSTELLING 

ANTWERP~N 1930. 
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Alleen zichten der Tentoonstetling voo•tko'llende van d• 
vereunn1natioud u moatn veirlto"'"it .... o ... den. 

Aucune vue do l 'Exposition n'6manant pas du concos­

si~nr.aire ne pea;t Ctr• m1"• en vents. 

R?:Pllt()DUC"'"ION INTlfltDITE 

Official picture postcard to Holland 

Antwerp Exhibition eds of 17 May 30 

Postage 35c for s 5 words of text 

1930 Antwerp & liege 9.pub 
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Hooftllng• ny 
Enfree Princlpale 
Principal Enfr• nc• 

Place du Centenalre at night 

~ Mr. JAML.f) .H. 
0. ., 
~ 7.s 9 ~Ca/,f o 

H /CA .. fk.9 ~ ./ !. l •. d I I 

T 5Tl£[E.S ~ 
J // 

E:._!_c:):°TS \)h!~ D_A~e.~,_g~ 
Geo 'IA. Potie. Seul editeur autorose 

Official picture postcard to Chicago 

Antwerp 6 mechanical cancel of 12 Dec 30 (after expo closure) 

Postage 1 Fr (card sold with 35c stamp for internal use) 

1930 Antwerp & liege ea.pub 



Place du Centenaire 

OFFICI EELE POSTKAART 
WC:RELDT ENTOONSTEL LING 

N 'yANTWE'"R PF"I 1930. 

' 

I i\ ~ 

-~- ~ . ~ 
I ~ . t~i 

·- :-0~TALE OFF. 

l ~ ~ f i 
At:t:-1 • .,.i.:~~'" der t.o<>nOl~f, voor1 o:ende van de 4uo•me vu• do e.00111;. '" n'~man.,\ ""' d cone .. -

,,~": 1:1'"H"lh r .,,o~- ~\ .. ko: wa rden. 1t1 ......... ~ ,.. nc vll'1!t .-, .. ., "T''&• !\n vonto. 

i ftEl'ftODUG'nON IN TlltOl-I 

Official picture postcard to Hamburg 

Antwerp Exhibition eds of 8 Jul 30 ) 

1930 Antwerp & liege 9b.pub 



Netherlands pavilion at Antwerp 

OFFICIEELE POSTKAART 

WERELDTENTOONST ELLIN G ~.I': 
ANTW ERPEN 1930. l~ . ..,, 

Aucune vue de 1'2xposition n'Omanant pas du concet 
tionnaire n& pe t:t etre mise en ve nte. 

R ZPROOUCT ION INT ER OI TE 

Official picture postcard to Holland 

Antwerp Exhibit ion eds of 6 Jul 30 

Postage 1 Fr for l's words of text (1°5 Fr paid) 

1930 Antwerp & Liege 10.pub 



English pavilion at Antwerp 

i ~ 
A~i··~ 

____ ._._ .. _ .. _ ... _ .. .. t ._. __ _ 
0 

'\Reen zt<.hten aer T entoonstellin& ,, ,...,rtkomende " Aucune vue d" r-.x:>0silion ~:emananl pas du ~on-
van de veraunning_houder moQen ven .. lK.n1 ·vorden. <P"'"'ionndir-c nc ~ut ~tre mizen vente. ('\ 

R OPROOUC:TION INTZRC:TE F? 

Official picture postcard to Holland 

Antwerp 6 mechanical canceller of 25 Sep 30 

Postage 1 Fr using a Centenary of Independence stamp 

1930 Antwerp & Liege 11. pub 



Illuminated fountain 

-\7~ ~ . Y. ~- 1'e. 
................. .................. ...... ................ . .... ... . 

C9~~~J5't .. ·········· ·· ····· ·: ···· . . ·::7 ·· 
~ )0/ / .lb-,~ ........ !~ ......... _. _ _ . _ __ _;, 

Official picture postcard to Argentina 

Antwerp 6 mechanical canceller advertising the Expo of 15 Aug 30 

Postage 1 Fr using a Centenary of Independence stamp 

1930Antwerp & Liege 11a.pub 



>.NTWJ!RPEN •930 - NEOERLANDSCH PAVIL)OEN. 
ANVERS •9lo PAVILLON OES PAYS-BAS. 

Dutch pavilion at Antwerp 

OFFICIEEJ,E POSTKAART 
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A\!.,en :;ch trn dcr T~ntoonstcH;.,S voort­
l~ot1•cndc ''"'' Jc verguun;ugboud.:r mogen 
ycrkocht worden. 

Au~un~ YU(' J". 19Expn.,;tinn n'~ntnnAnt 
p:i.s du concc-.oe3>iun11n;rc nc peut ~ln.• u1isc 
cu 'Y'Cnte . 

PPC from Antwerp Exhibition to Louvain 

Anvers (Expos) mechanical bilingual canceller of 4 Sep 30 

1930 Antwerp & liege 12.pub 
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Lilliputian railway at Antwerp 

Used to transport visitors around the Exhibition from one venue to another. 

1930 Antwerp & Liege 12a.pub 



Official Postcards 

ANTWl!RPl!N 09So - .PANORAMA. 
ANVl!RS '9So PANORAMA, 

Panorama over the Expo site 

ANTWERPF.N o 93o - DK l!Ll!KT~ISCHF. HOKVP-
ANVERS •th I.A Pl!RMI! El.t:CTRIQUI!. 

The Electric Farm 

1930 Antwerp & Liege 12b.pub 



Official Postcards 

ANTWEIU'EN •olo - Hl!T CONGO PAI.BIS. 
ANVll.llS •th I.II PAl.AIS OU CONGO. 

Belgian Congo Pavilion 

.UITIVERPEN '''° - ZtCRT OP HKT Hl!OERLAllOSCH PAVILJO&ll. 
AllVERS •93o VUE SUR LE PAVlLLON OES PAYS.BAS 

Netherlands Pavilion 

1930 Antwerp & Liege 12c.pub 



English 

Old Belgium - reconstruction of the 
fa~ade of Reuben's house 

Ppc sent from Antwerp to Muno, Luxemburg 
22 Jul 1930 with Expo eds 

···················· · · ~· ··-· ·· ·······~·········· ··-·-

Ephemera stamps from Antwerp 

French 

IQ30:WERELD e !~NTOONlTEll~ 
.-.KOLONJEN.·. 
SCHEEPVAART 
IL..MICHeKUNST ''••• · , -
ANPw'eRPEN .... 

EXPOSITION a lf\ffERNATIONAL 
INTERN.b,TiON4tE EXHIBITION 
:coLONIALE: G.'i Ii " :·:COLONIES:-: 
MARITIME £To ~ ' V NAVIGATION 
ART FLAMAND ~:. ; FLEMISH ART 
ANVERS 1030 ~ .~ ANTWERP 1030 

"""" .... ~,!-.. 

Trilingual 

1930 Antwerp & Liege 12d.pub 



CDITBNAl ltE DE L'INDEPeNDANCB DE I.A BELCIQUI! 

t..'N PA VILLON - EXPOSITION OE LIEGE , 930 

CEN'Tl!.NAIRE DE l.'INDbRNDANCE DY. I.A Bl!LCIQUP. 

PAVILLON DE LA BltRE - EXPOSITION OE f.IWB •93• 

Liege Exhibition 

Pavilion of the "Speciality for You" 
Foundation 

\ ./ / 

{--w~ L~ 6-e.J;..\~ 
Swiss beer hall 

" 

1930Antwerp & liege 13.pub 
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EXPOSITION INTERNATIONALE DE LIEGE 1930 
GRANDE INDUSTRIE 
SCIENCES &- APPl:ICA TIONS 
ART WALLON ANCIEN 

Pavilion for heavy Industry, science & applications, old Walloon art 

EXPOSITION INTERNATIONALE DE LIEGE 1930 
AVRIL• NOVEMBRE 

SOUS LE PATRONAGE OFFICIEL DU GOUVERNEMENT 

PA VILLON 

DE LA SYLVICUL TURE 

l sECTEUR suol . 

Pavilion for water and forests (cultivation of trees) 

1930 Antwerp & Liege 14.pub 



EXPOSITION INTERNATIONALE DE LIEGE 1930 
AVRIL • NOVEMBRE 

SOUS LE PATRONAGE OFFICIEL DU GOUVERNEMENT 

SECTION ART WALLON ANCIEN 

PALAIS DES BEAux~ARTS 

l sECTEUR suoJ 

Pavillon des Beaux-Arts (Southern) for old Walloon art 

EXPOSITION INTERNATIONALE DE LIEGE 19 30 
GRANDE INOUSTRIE - SCIENCES & APPLICATIONS • ART WALLON ANCIEN 

Pavilion for amusements 

PALAIS DES F~TES 
( Art'b.: .Al.Al. Poi.fman.t el W'ar11ollt} 

1930 Antwerp & Liege 14a.pub 



Ephemera Stamps for Liege 

French 

1930Antwerp & Liege 14b.pub 
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